Swedish Film “Under Solen” at the Warner Grand 

by Skoot Larson

     Colin Nutley’s Oscar nominated film, “Under Solen,” or, “Under the Sun” is the story of Olof, an illiterate middle-aged bachelor farmer left to run the family estate on his own after his mother dies.  Olof is very lonely, having only the friendship of a young sailor, Erik, returned from the sea to help him part time.

  Dreaming of female companionship, Olof puts an ad in the local newspaper for a housekeeper.  Olof can’t believe his good fortune when the beautiful and worldly Ellen agrees to take over the household duties.  He quickly loses his heart to this strange city woman who has come into his lonely life.

  While advertising for help, Olof also requires that applicants submit a photograph, giving a hint that his intentions go a little beyond just a hired hand.  The problem for Olof is that, as he can’t read, he must rely on the newspaper staff and his friend Erik to read his correspondence for him.  He is terrified that Ellen might discover his handicap.

  His friend Erik, however, desires Ellen as well.  An experienced womanizer, the cocky young Erik feels that Ellen will chose him in the end.  At the same time, Ellen has issues of her own that cause her to keep running from her past.

  Nutley’s film proves a heartwarming tale of love and other heavy emotions: one that resolves to a happy ending.

  The film was set in southern Sweden around 1956 and stars director Colin Nutley’s wife, Helena Bergström along with Johan Widerberg, and the phenomenal Rolf Lassgård.  Scandinavian film and television viewers best know Lassgård as Detective Kurt Wallendar from the television series and films based on the police procedural stories of writer Henning Mankell.

  The cinematography throughout is a joy as Nutley’s camera captures his characters against the lush green of rural Scandinavia. Other fine touches contribute to the brush of authenticity.  Young Erik drives a shiny new white on red Ford Victoria convertible, a classic car anywhere, but one the makes a special statement in 1950’s Sweden.  In his ad for a housekeeper, Olof makes sure the newspaper tells prospective applicants that he has his own car as well.  Olof’s classy black Buick is another automobile guaranteed to turn some heads in that Baltic country fifty years ago.

